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IMMEDIATELY
UM ANNOUNCED EXCELLENCE FUND
1979-80 GOAL OF $175,000
MISSOULA—

University of Montana President Richard C. Bowers has announced a goal
of $175,000 in gifts for the UM Excellence Fund in 1979-80, more than double
the $80,000 raised for the fund last year.
The fund was created in October 1978 by the UM Foundation in cooperation
with the UM Alumni Association to raise money from the private sector for
University needs not met by legislative appropriations.

The fund provides

assistance for academic scholarships, alumni programs, the Mansfield Library,
instructional equipment, faculty research and presidential projects.
Emphasizing the necessity of supplementing public assistance with private
support, Bowers said, "The additional money from the Excellence Fund put into
programs and projects in areas of critical need provides the margin of excellence
that enables the University to maintain high academic standards."
Allan M. Vannini, the University's director of development, who was instru
mental in starting the fund, stressed the importance of the annual-giving aspect
of the fund and of small gifts.
"It is the $5, $10 or $25 gift made every year that is the cornerstone of
any quality fund-raising program," he said.
He pointed out that 90 percent of the 2,500 individual donors whose gifts
last year totaled over $80,000 made contributions of between $5 and $100.
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"Annual support," Vannini added, "gives the University the ability to put
money where the needs are.

Often this money goes for needs that may seem ordinary

but that are, nonetheless, essential.

Such gifts give the University the competitive

edge which ensures the quality of its academic program."
The fund will continue to assist the Mansfield Library, to provide scholarship
aid to students, to underwrite faculty research, and to help buy equipment needed
for academic programs.
Alumni projects aided by the fund include the Alumni College, Homecoming,
UM Days for prospective students and their parents, and the UM Advocates, a
student-to-student recruiting force.
Designated presidential projects to receive support from the Excellence Fund
in 1979-80 are the UM Marching Band, the Gilt Edge New Series, the Montana Writing
Project and the Montana Repertory Theatre.
The UM Marching Band will be organized by Thomas Cook, director of University
Bands.

The band is expected to be ready to take the field in the fall of 1980.

It will be the University's first marching band since 1972.
The Gilt Fdge is the UM's literary magazine, which has attracted national
attention.
The Montana Writing Project is a model program which uses teachers to teach
teachers.

!he program was developed by the UM English department and initially

funded by the National Endowment for the Humanities and the Montana newspaper
industry.

Ihe support of the Excellence Fund will insure its continuation,

Vannini said.

###

